Three Cases of Dermatitis Herpetiformis. By W. KNOWSLEY SIBLEY, M.D.
Case I.-S. L., a stout widow, aged 59, tailoress by occupation. The lesions commenced in July, 1914, and first appeared about fourteen days after a shock from the loss of her husband who was killed in an accident. The condition was preceded by a great irritation and burning of the skin, after which bullw, appeared first on the forearms and then on the legs, and after a time extended more or less over the whole body. At one period they were very troublesome in the mouth. On January 26, 1915, Staphylococcus aureus was isolated in pure culture from a recent bulla. An autogenous vaccine was prepared and injections given at weekly intervals, commencing at 100 millions, up to 800 millions, after which the bullae ceased to appear, and the patient had remained well ever since.
Case II.-G. R., a frail little girl, aged 9, whose parents were living and well; she had five brothers and. sisters who were all healthy. The eruption commenced in August, 1914, and was stated to have begun as a herpes on the lips. Shortly afterwards small bullous lesions appeared grouped on various regions of the body. At first the skin was very irritable and uncomfortable; after a few months the cutaneous symptoms subsided. A considerable increase of pigment was present in most of the scars from old lesions. She had been a patient in a general hospital for a period of six months, during which time she had suffered from perpetually recurring vesicles and small bullke on most of the cutaneous surfaces. Maany of the lesions, especially about the face, were tending to become pustular and leave a dry, scab-like impetigo, but they were little if at all influenced by applications of mercurial ointment. Some six weeks ago the Staphylococcus albus was isolated from a recent bulla, and an autogenous vaccine prepared. She had now had five injections at weekly intervals, commencing at 100 millions increased up to 500 millions. The patient was apparently improving. Report of blood examination, May 20, 1915: Red blood cells, 4,320,000 per cubic millimetre; white blood cells, 5,100 per cubic millimetre. Differential leucocyte count: (1) Polymorphonuclear cells, 65 per cent.;
(2) lymphocytes, small, 25 per cent.; (3) lymphocytes, large, 4.5 per cent.; (4) eosinophiles, 4'5 per cent.; (5) basophiles, 1 per cent.
Case III.-A. R., a fairly well nourished little girl, aged 12, both of whose parents were living and well. The patient was the seventh child in a family of nine, all of whom were living and well. The lesions commenced on the forearms some eighteen months ago, and the patient had never been free from vesicles or blebs on some part of the body ever since. The face, chest and back, palms and soles were the only parts which had not been affected at some time or another, nor had lesions been present in the mouth. At the present time the lesions were most extensive over the dorsa of the feet, which were covered with vesicles and blebs, many of which were ruptured and had made walking most painful. There was also an extensive outbreak about the external genitalia. Pigmented scars were scattered about in other regions, especially on the arms, legs and thighs. At one time there was considerable skin irritation, but this had been less of late, and the general health had not been much affected.
Case of Dermatitis Herpetiformis. By E. G. GRAHAM LITTLE, M.D.
THE patient, an elderly lady, sent to the exhibitor by his colleague Sir Anderson Critchett, in November last, when she said she had had the eruption for a week. At that time there was a very extensive bullous and pustular rash, almost varioliform in aspect, with characteristic herpetiform grouping of lesions and intensely itchy and inflamed. She had never previously had any similar eruption. She was treated in the usual manner by rest in bed and increasing doses of arsenic and made a satisfactory improvement, but had never been absolutely free from fresh crops of vesicles since November. Latterly the eruption had been papular and urticarial rather than vesicular, and there were large patches of highly inflamed reddened skin. Intense itching had all along been a prominent feature, but otherwise the general health had suffered but little, and for her age, which was 60, she was a reasonably healthy woman. The case illustrated an interesting character of the disease-the mutation in type of the eruption during a comparatively short period of observation.
